
Rep. Hall Votes to Provide 9/11 First Responders with the Care They Deserve
Thursday, 30 September 2010 00:02

Washington, DC – Congressman John Hall (NY-19) voted in favor of The James Zadroga 9/11
Health and Compensation Act today, to ensuring that our first responders receive the medical
care that they deserve.

  

Thousands of first responders and others exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero are now ill as a
result.  These include firefighters, rescue workers, responders, police officers and EMTs,
construction workers, cleanup workers, residents, area workers, and school children, among
others.  Their illnesses include a range of respiratory, gastrointestinal, and mental health
conditions.

  

“Passing this bill to support those who selflessly returned to ground zero, day after day, to save
those they did not know, is a fitting tribute to their service,” said Rep. Hall.  “We take great pride
in our way of life and what it means to be an American and providing the care necessary for
those that protect and serve us, is a core American value.”

  

Numerous Hudson Valley residents lost loved ones in the attacks, spent months combing
through the rubble and are now suffering health problems as a result.  In addition to those from
the New York City region, at least 10,000 people came from around the country to help in the
aftermath of the attacks.  About 1,200 are receiving treatment and many are very concerned
about their future health.

  

Before voting in favor of this bill, Hall delivered a speech on the House floor urging his
colleagues to support the bill’s passage.  To view video of this speech, please click here .

  

Named for James Zadroga, a police officer who died at 34 from respiratory diseases contracted
at Ground Zero, the bill provides medical monitoring and treatment to the over 71,000 people
exposed to harmful toxins and dust on the scene. The bill also reopens the September 11, 2011
Victim Compensation Fund to provide monetary compensation for those physically injured by
the attacks or by response activities and debris removal. It is fully paid-for over the next 10
years by a provision preventing foreign multinational firms from avoiding United States taxes by
routing income through other haven countries.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMXz7gZP0vw
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The bill is supported by a long list of groups, including the International Association of
Firefighters, National Association of Police Organizations, Federal Law Enforcement Officers
Association, AFL-CIO, AFSCME, Associated General Contractors, Associated Builders and
Contractors, and American Council of Engineering Companies.
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